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Residents and businessmen in the Hough-Glenville area are appealing in 

vain for police protection against a mount ing menace to life and property . 

vicius or Hough hoodlumism no 1longer report crimes to the police De- 

cause they fecl such reports are futile.

businesced have been closed because their owners could not afford

1rther iosses from burglary and robbery and, in some instunces, because

their Ca. ls for police help were unanswered or answered with indifference

T the 

vandaJ ism. 

tandard 0il Company holds down losses by providing additional incen- 

tives for police . Carl S. Greek, regional manager for Standard Oil of Ohio, 

said tnere vere 31 holdups and robberies of Sohio stations in Greater Cleve- 

and last year, 16 in the city 's east side, five in the Hough and Glenville 

ereas.

Police responses to calls from Sohio have been good. Two possible 

a Sohio "Blue Shield Plan" calls for significant donations of money 
reasons

to police pension funds each time a violator is apprehended and convicted.

Se ond , ä policy of prosecuting in all robbery and burglary cases.

In contrast to the Sohio story, Joe Gray of Gray 's Shell station, E. 7lst 

St. and Wade Park Ave., has had a number of occasions to call police only 

to vrit one to three hours for then to show up. 

Mate Cl ine, night manager of Hire 's Shell station, E. 71st St. and 

:!nU. Ve , sai n attempt was made to enter his station by cutting a hole 

the roof. The voulú-be burglars apparently had left, unable to finish 

heir iob. e. Cline di not notify police: 
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"I 1idn 't feel they vould do any good. When I call them ther take as 

Uch as two hiours to respond. When they arrive they question ne as though

I were ilt;."

.Cl ine and Mr. Gray have found it impossible to get insurance. 

ne store that has kept itself in bus iness b" absorbing the costs of 

Vandal -S and spending whatever hes been necessary to guard against theft and 

danage is the Fisher Foods supermarket at 1350 Addison Road. 

bertP. Conway, Fisher public relations director, said the company 

Bpends $7O0 a ear to clear the store 's parking lot of glass and other debris, 

and to replace light fixtures. 

Because 1l of the large front windows have been broken since the store

opened in November, 1962, the store 's glass breakage insurance was canceled.

The copany has installed a wire protective mesh at a cost of $2,100. 

In addition, the store has had to employ a full-time policeman at an 

annual cost of $3,120. 

The F. W. Woolworth Company has closed one store in the area, is com- 

pleting plans for the shutdowm of a second, and is mak ing an expensive effort

to keep a third one going, according to C. W. Backhaus, assistant to the 

vice pres ident of Woolworth in Cleveland. 

A Woolworth 's store on Hough Ave. went out of business six years ago 

and one at E. 105th st. and st. Clair Ave. will close its doors at the end. of 

1964. Both have been broken into frequently. 

The store at E. 105th St. and Euclid Ave. is "a considerably greater 

In spite of 

Fer2ge problem than any other store in the Cleveland area. 

rul-tine special pOlicenan vho receives $100 a week, the Euclid-105th 

Store's pilferage ios ses are twice as great as those of any other Woolworth 

outet i: he area. " 
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spoles.1an for a chain operating a drug store that went out of businesss 

on Scovill Ave, recently said the store had been burglarized l6 times in 10 

months In that same period, there were 12 burglaries in the other 100-odd 

nembers of the chein. The spolkesman asked that he and his coupany not be 

named in this report. 

Sehools and conmanity organizations also suffer from unrestricted 

crimmnal activities . 

rs. Gretna L. Freeman, executive director of the Glenville Y.W.C.A., 

said it is a stand ing policy to ask for police surveillance of the neighbor- 

hood at the conc lus ion of dances. Calls made to the 5th District police 

station for after-dance protection are ignored. 

On March 31, a boy attending a YM-YW dance was beaten by hoodlums 

two bloc!:s avay. No police car showed up when the dance let out, although 

the request for protection had been made.

On May 23, police were called as early as 8:30 a.m. to remind them to 

be on hand at the conclusion of a dance. A reminder was given at 1l p.m.,

telling the 5th District that a group of boys bad been seen hanging around

outside the building. By midnight, vhen Mrs. Freeman left for home, the 

police had not yet put in an appearance. This experience was repeated on 

June 6. 

On June 2, around 5:30 P.m., following a five-school track meet at 

Patrick Henry Junior High School, Joseph A. DiZinno, principal of Eupire

Junior High, vitnessed an outburst of fighting and stone throwing. Innocent 

pupils from the participating schools were attacked and beaten in full sight

of policemen vwho did not stir from their stations. 

One girl threw a rock at a Juvenile Bureau policeman who spoke with 

her but too!: nó action. Another girl pulled a knife. The policeman who 

saw her vas apparently persuaded by a group that closed around the girl1 to 

forget the incident. 

Dur ing the disturbance policemen in a patrol car refused to get out of 

IRSTRATION CnARY 
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the car, even when a group of youths caus ing the trouble defiantly stationed 

themselves in the path of the car.

Eight off -duty policemen, paid to attend the meet excused themselves 

from participation because no one was on hand to give them orders. 

Mr. DiZinno believes the reluctance to act may be traced to the fact 

that a policeman had been hit in the head with a stone at a similar disturb-

ance two days previously. 

Mrs. A. B. Lewis, acting director of the League Park Settlement House, 

said that agency has been burglarized three times a year over the past few

years. In December, 1963, for instance, burglars took a record player, 

typewriter, adding machine and large coffee percolator in a single sortee. 

In March of this year, the building vas vis ited by vandals , after vwhich sevv- 

eral wind ows had to be replaced and a crew put to work for a full day cleaning 

debris. 

Mrs. Lewis said parked cars are a favorite target of thieves and vandals.

In November, 1963, a car belong ing to a settlement house worker vas reported 

entered by a thief who broke the window to gain entry and then stole a port- 

able sewing machine. In early February, 1964, the windshield of a settle-

ment employee 's car was broken. On thet occasion several calls had to be 

made before police came to investigate. Her own car was broken into the 

follwing month, and a dress and pair of shoes were stolen.

Police response to calls involving automobile vandalism are especially 
sluggish. On arch 20, 1964, following a YW board meeting, the back windows 

of five board members' cars were found smashed. Police showed up 35 to 40 

minutes after they had been called. 

NISTRATICN L 
F 
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Councilman Leo Jackson cites the experience of an elderly resident of 

The incident occurred around 1 
his ward as an example of police apath y. 

a.m. in mid-March, 1963, and involved Janes Harris, 60, of 10731 Gooding

Ave. Mr. Jackson 's information came from Mr. Harris and his wife, Inez Harris, 

with corroboration from a neighborhood physician 

Mr. Harris dismounted from a CTS bus at the corner of Gooding and E. 

105th $t., returning home from his night job as maintenance man in the main 

office of the Cleveland Trust Company. He had held that job for many 

sears. 

About 100 feet east of 105th St., on Gooding, he was accosted by two 

youths who attacked him, robbed him, and left hin unconscious. He regained 

consciousness s ome 20 minutes later and staggered the half-block remaining 

to his home. Unable to kandle his key, he rang the bell, and his wife 

helped hin into the house. 

Atter that, according to Councilman Jackson:

ir s. Harris first administered what help she could and then, around 

1:30, telephcned the police. Irmediately thereaf ter, she phoned Dr. Lawrence 

P. Schunake, ho 1ives about five blocks away. Dr. Schumake arrived, suggested 

Mr. Harris be taken to a hoapital and,, when Mrs. Harris refused to let her

husband be moved from the house, remained with his patient until 5 a.n. 

Mirs. Harris, neanwhile, kept calling police, naking three calls after

er first one. Police did not show up. 

That morning, Mrs. Harris phoned Counci lman Jackson. He recorded the 

etaiis, then tool: her to see Inspector McCormick. At noon that day, police

rived at the Harris home, apparently directed to investigate the reasons 

no one had responded to Mrs. Harris 's appeal for police help.

1 ISTT.CN LIODRY 
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He 1s Worl 

M. Harris is not fully recovered and probably never will be. 

ing, but is still under doctor 'a care. 

Leis W!, Wharton of 9304 Adams St. reported two experiences in a two-

week period with erimes that apparently failed to exc1te much interest in 

investigating policemen. 

The first, he said, occured 1ate in May, when burglars entered through

The burglar 
the window of' a bedroom where the Whartons' two sons were asleep. 

were renov ing tvo vatches, u phonograph and a bicycle when Mrs. Wharton awoke, 

saw them and screamed. They reportedly fled with the watches, leaving the 

phonograpli iund bic yc le.

Mr. hrton said he called the pol ice around 10:45 p.m., right after the 

inc ident, but it vas not until 11:30 that policemen arrived -- and then "theyy 

showed ver little interest and had to be led around."

Mr. harton 's second experience occurred on an early-June Saturday night 

when his car was stolen. 
At the time, he was visiting friends at 10842 Hamp- 

ton Ave., some five blocks from his home. He went home to get his automob ile 

registration, and then: 

lHe telephoned the police (around 11 p.m.) but was told no action could 

be taken unless the call came from the Hampton address where the alleged car 

theft had ta!:en place. 

He returned to Hampton, called again around 11:20, waited until 12:30a

hen went back home, leaving the registration with the party he had been 

isiting. round 2 a.m., police arrived at the Wharton house and asked 

'eu juestions inc lud ing one that puzzled Mr. Wharton: What vas he doing at 

ie lianpt on address? The car vas found stripped the next day, not far from 

iere Mr. harton had left it. 



7 

The extent to h1eh a single bus iness enterprise with investments in 

the Hough-Glenv1lle area may be damaged by unchecked bands of thieves and 

vandals is 1llustrated by the Liberty Mortgage Corporation. 

Liberty 's president, H. A. Luedecke, said losses in the last half of 

1963 due to vandali sm, burglary and income forfei1ted because properties had 

to be abandoned amounted to $2lo,000. Loss due to aband onment of vandali zed 

properties accounted for $60,000 of the total. He believes the rate of loss 

1s placing Liberty on the road to bankruptcy. 

The company now has 16 dvellings in the area which are boarded up 

because they have been abandoned. Mr. Luedecke is certain most if not all 

He calculates the lo8ses 

will have to be destroyed because of vandalism. 

to savings and loan institutions from which he has borroved to purchase 

properties in the area at around 8,000,000. 

On March 26, l964, Mr. Luedecke rote a letter to Mayor Locher report- 

ing that a build ing at 14o4 E. 125th St., boarded up by Liberty following 

a fire, had been entered and looted of the following: 6 bathtubs, 6 kitchen 

sinks, 3 electric motors from the furnaces, lumber and plumbing fixtures 

The value of the stolen property, the Mayor was told, was $2,000. 

On April 8, in another letter to the Mayor, Mr. Luedecke reported on a 

house at 9727 Logan Court that had been abandaned in February, shortly after 

a rehabilitation notice from City Eall. As owmera of record, Liberty Mort 
gage had applied March 66 for FHA appraisal of the property, intending to 

refinance and coply with the University-Buc lid trben Reneval requirements. 

On April 7, Liberty had received this notice from FHA: 

"Property vacant and subjected to vandalism over a long period of 

time and extremely deteriorated to the point that in our opinion rehabilita- 

tion is nut feasible. In its present condition it has questionable value."

In his letter to the Mayor, Mr. Luedecke said the plumbing and heating

CADIA!NISTRATION LIL Y 
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'acilities, vhich had been in working order in February, had simply dis- 

ppeared fron the building. Funace, doors, plumbing and lighting fix- 

tures, kitchen cabinets and bathroom vanity had been stolen. Mr. Luedecke 

went on to say that in the first three months of 1964, Liberty had found 

it necessary to raze four properties which had been vandalized beyond re- 

pair. 

lie wrote a third letter to Mayor Locher on April 22, this time re- 

porting that furnaces, radiators, hot water tank, faucets, lead bends and 

traps and a bathroom sink had been stolen from 1853 E. 93rd St. -- a loss

estinated at $2,000. 

ilr. Luede cke also noted that the Checker Cleaner store, in a building 

at 7501 Hough, owned by Liberty, had been robbed three times in the week 

fron ipril 15 to 22. Police had not apprehended any of the criminals. The

cleanint compeny had informed Mr. Luede cke that it would be impossible to do 

business much longer at that location. Much of Liberty ls investment port

folio is tied up in real estate zoned for retail use, and the vacating of 

stores had already become a vital problem. 

On May 6, Mr. Luedecke received his first reply from the Mayor, a 

letter stating:

"In reply to your recent letters, Mr. Gordon Wright of the University- 

Euelid Urban Renewal Office has informed ne that be and the Police Department 

are exerting their efforts to alleviate the problems of which you wrote. I 

trust that through a combination of efforts these problems can be eliminated 

or at least held to a minimum," 

ileanwhile, mortgage loans on properties in the Hough and Glenville 

areas have been consistently denied by the Federal Housing Aâninistration. 

Following are excerpts from two FHA letters in response to request for 

mortgaEe insurance: 

NISTRATION L 
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ban eneval area and in a section of the city where the element of blight 

and destruetion is so manifest, ve have consistently refused to insure
tEes on properties therein, precludes further consideration of tbis 

oen. 

May 5, 1964 -- "A1though this property (1871 E. 81st St.) is in the University-Euclid Urban Reneva Area, it is located in Part II, not presently 
mdergoing treatment. For this reason, ve are of the opinion that it voula 
be inadvisable to submnit an application at this tine, since the lack of pro- 
tection in the surromding area would undoubtedly render the proposal un-
acceptable." 

On May 22, Mr. Luedecke sent a letter to the City of Cleveland Department 
of Urban Reneval and Housing, in response to a notice of violation of buildiog
ordinances at 1618 E. 85th St. Excerpts from the letter (to Commissioner of 
Housing C.L. Sheboy) follow: 

This single family freme dvelling was abandoned by the owners who de-faulted on three months rent and ve vere not aware of exactly when they left. When we did find out that they bad moved, the property bad already beer vandalized to an extent. 

We informed the 5th District Police that the property was vacant and that we would appreciate any attention they could afford to give the propert:This has not resulted in any abatement of the vandalism. In fact, the bouse is in a somewhat vorse condition than in tbe violation report "We find that it is detrimental to our efforts for your department to put demolition signs on our houses, since this appears to be an invitation vandals to help themselves to whatever contents may be left in the houses. 

BLIC AD:NISTRAT 
SUEJEOT 
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On June 16, Cerald Kline of Liberty Mortgage sent a 1tSipson of the 5th D1strict. Excerpts are quoted be- "le are writing in an attempt to get better surveill ties, which although occupied are being broken into and lc of at least once a night. (The locations of l4 Liberty pr 1isted). 

"As stated above, we are desperately trying to maintai-in a fit manner and, 1n order to do so must be able to assu 
protection..." 

If the present loss rate is not checked, Mr. Luedecke s 
compeny will be bankrupt within six nonths. 

TTIN 
FL 


