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Residents and businessmen in the Hough-Glenville area are appealing in 

vain for police protection against a mount ing menace to life and property . 

vicius or Hough hoodlumism no 1longer report crimes to the police De- 

cause they fecl such reports are futile.

businesced have been closed because their owners could not afford

1rther iosses from burglary and robbery and, in some instunces, because

their Ca. ls for police help were unanswered or answered with indifference

T the 

vandaJ ism. 

tandard 0il Company holds down losses by providing additional incen- 

tives for police . Carl S. Greek, regional manager for Standard Oil of Ohio, 

said tnere vere 31 holdups and robberies of Sohio stations in Greater Cleve- 

and last year, 16 in the city 's east side, five in the Hough and Glenville 

ereas.

Police responses to calls from Sohio have been good. Two possible 

a Sohio "Blue Shield Plan" calls for significant donations of money 
reasons

to police pension funds each time a violator is apprehended and convicted.

Se ond , ä policy of prosecuting in all robbery and burglary cases.

In contrast to the Sohio story, Joe Gray of Gray 's Shell station, E. 7lst 

St. and Wade Park Ave., has had a number of occasions to call police only 

to vrit one to three hours for then to show up. 

Mate Cl ine, night manager of Hire 's Shell station, E. 71st St. and 

:!nU. Ve , sai n attempt was made to enter his station by cutting a hole 

the roof. The voulú-be burglars apparently had left, unable to finish 

heir iob. e. Cline di not notify police: 
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"I 1idn 't feel they vould do any good. When I call them ther take as 

Uch as two hiours to respond. When they arrive they question ne as though

I were ilt;."

.Cl ine and Mr. Gray have found it impossible to get insurance. 

ne store that has kept itself in bus iness b" absorbing the costs of 

Vandal -S and spending whatever hes been necessary to guard against theft and 

danage is the Fisher Foods supermarket at 1350 Addison Road. 

bertP. Conway, Fisher public relations director, said the company 

Bpends $7O0 a ear to clear the store 's parking lot of glass and other debris, 

and to replace light fixtures. 

Because 1l of the large front windows have been broken since the store

opened in November, 1962, the store 's glass breakage insurance was canceled.

The copany has installed a wire protective mesh at a cost of $2,100. 

In addition, the store has had to employ a full-time policeman at an 

annual cost of $3,120. 

The F. W. Woolworth Company has closed one store in the area, is com- 

pleting plans for the shutdowm of a second, and is mak ing an expensive effort

to keep a third one going, according to C. W. Backhaus, assistant to the 

vice pres ident of Woolworth in Cleveland. 

A Woolworth 's store on Hough Ave. went out of business six years ago 

and one at E. 105th st. and st. Clair Ave. will close its doors at the end. of 

1964. Both have been broken into frequently. 

The store at E. 105th St. and Euclid Ave. is "a considerably greater 

In spite of 

Fer2ge problem than any other store in the Cleveland area. 

rul-tine special pOlicenan vho receives $100 a week, the Euclid-105th 

Store's pilferage ios ses are twice as great as those of any other Woolworth 

outet i: he area. " 
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spoles.1an for a chain operating a drug store that went out of businesss 

on Scovill Ave, recently said the store had been burglarized l6 times in 10 

months In that same period, there were 12 burglaries in the other 100-odd 

nembers of the chein. The spolkesman asked that he and his coupany not be 

named in this report. 

Sehools and conmanity organizations also suffer from unrestricted 

crimmnal activities . 

rs. Gretna L. Freeman, executive director of the Glenville Y.W.C.A., 

said it is a stand ing policy to ask for police surveillance of the neighbor- 

hood at the conc lus ion of dances. Calls made to the 5th District police 

station for after-dance protection are ignored. 

On March 31, a boy attending a YM-YW dance was beaten by hoodlums 

two bloc!:s avay. No police car showed up when the dance let out, although 

the request for protection had been made.

On May 23, police were called as early as 8:30 a.m. to remind them to 

be on hand at the conclusion of a dance. A reminder was given at 1l p.m.,

telling the 5th District that a group of boys bad been seen hanging around

outside the building. By midnight, vhen Mrs. Freeman left for home, the 

police had not yet put in an appearance. This experience was repeated on 

June 6. 

On June 2, around 5:30 P.m., following a five-school track meet at 

Patrick Henry Junior High School, Joseph A. DiZinno, principal of Eupire

Junior High, vitnessed an outburst of fighting and stone throwing. Innocent 

pupils from the participating schools were attacked and beaten in full sight

of policemen vwho did not stir from their stations. 

One girl threw a rock at a Juvenile Bureau policeman who spoke with 

her but too!: nó action. Another girl pulled a knife. The policeman who 

saw her vas apparently persuaded by a group that closed around the girl1 to 

forget the incident. 

Dur ing the disturbance policemen in a patrol car refused to get out of 
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the car, even when a group of youths caus ing the trouble defiantly stationed 

themselves in the path of the car.

Eight off -duty policemen, paid to attend the meet excused themselves 

from participation because no one was on hand to give them orders. 

Mr. DiZinno believes the reluctance to act may be traced to the fact 

that a policeman had been hit in the head with a stone at a similar disturb-

ance two days previously. 

Mrs. A. B. Lewis, acting director of the League Park Settlement House, 

said that agency has been burglarized three times a year over the past few

years. In December, 1963, for instance, burglars took a record player, 

typewriter, adding machine and large coffee percolator in a single sortee. 

In March of this year, the building vas vis ited by vandals , after vwhich sevv- 

eral wind ows had to be replaced and a crew put to work for a full day cleaning 

debris. 

Mrs. Lewis said parked cars are a favorite target of thieves and vandals.

In November, 1963, a car belong ing to a settlement house worker vas reported 

entered by a thief who broke the window to gain entry and then stole a port- 

able sewing machine. In early February, 1964, the windshield of a settle-

ment employee 's car was broken. On thet occasion several calls had to be 

made before police came to investigate. Her own car was broken into the 

follwing month, and a dress and pair of shoes were stolen.

Police response to calls involving automobile vandalism are especially 
sluggish. On arch 20, 1964, following a YW board meeting, the back windows 

of five board members' cars were found smashed. Police showed up 35 to 40 

minutes after they had been called. 
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